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Restoring the World’s Forests: The London Challenge

High Level Roundtable on Forest Landscape Restoration

London Zoo, November 26, 2009
Briefing Note for Invitees

Introduction

Only 1/5 of the world'’s forests remain. New information to be announced on November 26 will
tell us that there are many millions more hectares of lost forests and degraded lands that are
suitable for restoration than previously estimated. These are landscapes of opportunity.

Restoring the world’s natural capital is good value for money and provides crucial goods and
services on which mankind depends, including climate change mitigation and adaptation, food
security, energy and biodiversity. Restoration activity benefits local communities and the
environment as well as having the potential to deliver economic benefits in the longer term. We
know how much carbon we can sequester in restored forests and lands, and how and where to
do it. There is expertise out there to undertake restoration responsibly and there are ways to
share that expertise.

It is this huge opportunity that has prompted the Government of the United Kingdom and IUCN
to organize this High-Level Roundtable. This event is in support of the Global Partnership on
Forest Landscape Restoration (GPFLR).!

Benefits of participation

Participation in this event is by invitation only. As a round table, the event is designed to
encourage active participation and provide invitees the opportunity to guide the partnership in
developing an action plan for the next 24 months to scale up restoration activity globally.
Invitees have been chosen because they have experience and something to offer in the field of
restoration.

This is a unique opportunity to share your experience, learn something to your advantage
and help shape the global initiative on forest restoration.

Objectives and outputs of the event

The event aims to:
e Raise the profile of forest landscape restoration and its contribution to addressing the
challenges of today, including climate change.

1 For further information on the partnership, please see www.ideastransformlandscapes.org


http://www.ideastransformlandscapes.org/

e Present new products of the GPFLR, including:
1. Anew global assessment that identifies the location and extent of degraded
landscapes that have the potential for restoration.
2. Alearning network that facilitates the sharing of site level experience.
3. Preliminary information from a global economic appraisal of the value of restoring
these landscapes.
4. A shortvideo thatillustrates the difference forest restoration makes for people and
landscapes.
e Provide a springboard for a step change in action in the coming 24 months, including
targeting key areas and desired results.
o Identify active partners and support for this next phase.

Issues for the Roundtable

Information to be presented at the roundtable will confirm that there is a huge restoration
opportunity in terms of geographic scale and of contribution to addressing the main challenges
facing the international community today, including climate change, food security and meeting
energy and water needs.

The Roundtable participants will be invited to share their views, experience and reflect on
current developments on forest restoration in their countries and operations. They will be
invited to discuss what is needed to achieve the step change in restoring the world’s forests. In
particular, the following questions are suggested for discussion:

What lessons have we learnt about the benefits that come with restoration?

In what ways are we currently supporting restoration initiatives?

How does this fit with your goals?

What key principles are emerging?

How can we take advantage of the opportunities that are emerging to scale up restoration
activity?

What should the scale of our ambition be?

What are the key roles for the Partnership as we go forward?

What work do we want to task the Partnership with?

What support will this require? How will we mobilise this?

The roundtable will result in a co-facilitators’ summary, including the “London Challenge on
Restoring the World’s Forests.” (See below)



The London Challenge

In 2005, at the first international Forest Landscape Restoration Workshop in Petropolis, Brazil,
over100 people from 41 countries adopted the Petropolis Challenge, to:

¢ Restore forest landscapes to benefit people and nature and contribute to reversing the
trends of forest loss and degradation.

A great deal of progress has been made since 2005 on the ground and in policy arenas on
restoration of the world'’s forests and degraded lands but more needs to happen. Those
experiences and policy advances should be recognized for the benefits they bring and the
foundation they provide for addressing the challenges of today.

Participants in the roundtable are invited to take account of progress on forest landscape
restoration in the past five years and issue an updated challenge to the international community
on forest restoration and to the GPFLR to identify ways to support partners and collaborators in
responding to this challenge.

Possible elements of the challenge

The co-chairs of the roundtable will put forward the following possible elements of the
challenge for discussion by the participants.

Forest landscape restoration is a priority. Experiences around the world show what can be done.
But it is not happening on the scale that is needed. The world more than ever needs restoration
and the benefits it provides.

Participants in the High Level Roundtable on Forest Landscape Restoration recognize progress to
date and challenge countries, organizations and companies to work together to deliver increased
and measurable activity on restoring forest landscapes to benefit people and nature and
contribute to reversing the trends of forest loss and degradation.

Participants encourage the GPFLR to continue to facilitate and coordinate this effort, including
working with partners to set voluntary targets for forest landscape restoration to build country-
driven commitment. They urge the GPFLR to assess and report on this progress in 2011, building
on the Global Assessment of Forest Landscape Restoration Opportunities announced at the
November 26, 2009 Roundtable on Forest Landscape Restoration.

Our challenge together is to do what needs to be done to turn today’s loss into tomorrow’s gain.
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Restoring the World’s Forests: The London Challenge
London Zoo, November 26, 2009

PROGRAMME
HIGH LEVEL ROUNDTABLE
8:30-9:00 WELCOME REFRESHMENTS AND REGISTRATION
9:00 -9:20 OPENING SESSION
1.0pening remarks by the Rt. Hon. Hilary Benn, Secretary of State for Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs (10min)
2.0pening remarks by Ashok Khosla, President, [UCN (10min)

9:2071 9:40 INTRODUCTORY PRESENTATION & QUESTIONS i Tim Rollinson

9:40-11:00 MODERATED EXCHANGE OF EXPERIENCES — Ashok Khosla
Participants are invited to briefly exchange experiences and perspectives related to:

What lessons have we learnt about the benefits that come with restoration?
In what ways are we currently supporting restorations initiatives?

How does this fit with your goals?

What key principles are emerging?

11:00-11:30 COFFEE
11:30-11:50 PRESENTATION OF TOOLS —Bill Jackson

11:50 -12:50 MODERATED DISCUSSION ON TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE
OPPORTUNITY —Hilary Benn

How can we take advantage of the opportunities that are emerging to scale up
restoration activity?

What should the scale of our ambition be?

What are the key roles for the Partnership as we go forward?

What work do we want to task the Partnership with?

What support will this require? How will we mobilise this?

12:50-13:00 CONCLUSIONS



13:00-14:00 LUNCH

18:00-20:00 RECEPTION AT NO. 10

WORKING GROUP

14:00 —14:30 OPENING SESSION

Remarks from Tim Rollinson and Bill Jackson - Co-chairs

Revisit presentation of morning and summarise what came out (Tim Rollinson)
Introductory presentation on the work of the GPFLR (Bill Jackson)

This will include particularly information about the:

ALearning network

AEconomic appraisal

AAssessment

Questions from participants

14:30-17:00 WORKING GROUP DISCUSSION
What do we need to do to achieve a step change?
What does this mean for the work of the partnership?

This could include discussion of intensification of ongoing work and identification of
additional opportunities and needs, e.g. events, technical work, etc.

What does this mean for the partnership’s go

This could include discussion of the mechanisms needed to drive the partnership
forward and facilitate implementation, moving to a more structured arrangement, roles
and responsibilities, etc.

16:30-17:00 CLOSING SESSION
Summary of key points and next steps

18:00-20:00 RECEPTION No 10

Note: Participants in the Working Group Meeting are invited to observe the
Roundtable.



